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A letter from your Secretary General 

Dear Distinguished Delegates, 

It is my honour to welcome you to the sixth annual King’sMUN conference. Since our 
debut in 2013, King’sMUN has provided an environment to foster and nurture aspiring 
Model UN enthusiasts. From our tutorial to our advanced committees, delegates of all 
levels of experience will be able to participate and grow in their MUN abilities. 

Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that invites 
students from thousands of schools around the world to participate in conferences. 
Delegates are encouraged to debate on and attempt to resolve pressing issues that affect 
the global community. Through these simulations, students are able to develop and refine 
their skills in diplomacy, negotiation, compromise, research, public speaking, critical 
thinking, and writing amongst other practical skills that will be extremely useful in all 
facets of their education and life in general. 

At King’s Christian Collegiate, I have come to recognize the significant positive impact 
that Model UN has had on our students, so I have dedicated myself to growing our own 
club and spreading my knowledge and passion to surrounding schools and communities. 
Through developing my awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, I 
have been able to deepen my insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and 
encourage mature and fruitful discussion around these topics. 

I am so proud of how inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and 
cannot wait to see King’sMUN continue to grow exponentially in years to come. I love 
sharing my experiences regarding Model UN with others and I look forward to meeting 
as many of you as I can and hearing your individual stories. 

I am once again immensely excited to welcome Grades 7-12 at the fifth annual 
King’sMUN conference. I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 22nd, 2020. 

Sincerely, 

Alice Gales 

Secretary General, 2019/2020 

King’sMUN 

 
 
 
 



Introduction: 

 

This year at King’sMUN, the Organization of American States will be debating the topic 

of civil unrest in Latin America. But this is no regular committee, this is a CRISIS Committee. 

MUN Crisis Committees follow the same procedure as a normal committee, (Speakers List, 

Moderated Caucus, Unmoderated Caucus) except that at any given time crises will be given to 

test the reactions of delegates and see what kind of solutions delegates will think of in a short 

time span. To best prepare for this committee read the delegate guide below, take special care in 

answering the “Questions to Consider”, and write a position paper on the topic of Civil Unrest in 

Latin America. From there, understand that throughout the day many crises will be introduced, 

meaning resolutions may have to be rethought depending on the crisis brought up. Crises can be 

brought in through alerts, phone calls, or other updates and can include assassinations, fights, 

secret messages interrupted, or any other game-changing event. Please come into this debate 

with prior research complete. This will be a fast-paced, intense debate which could travel down a 

plethora of routes. You will feel most comfortable entering committee with background research 

on the topic and your country’s position complete! Before diving into the topic of the debate here 

is a little introduction to the Organization of American States itself:  

  

The Organization of American States (OSA) is the world’s oldest regional organization going 

back to 1890, and then officially becoming an organization in 1948. Currently, there are 35 

independent nations that are part of the Organization of American States, as well as the European 

Union and 69 states with permanent observer status. The OSA has 4 main focuses: 

1.   Democracy 

2.   Human Rights 

3.   Security 

4.   Development 

 

For more information about the organization of American States see the official website: 

http://www.oas.org/en/ 

 

 



 
Topic 1: Civil Unrest in Latin America 

 

 To begin, it is of utmost importance to clarify what is meant by “Latin America”. “Latin 

America is understood to consist of the entire continent of South America, in addition to Mexico, 

Central America, and the islands of the Caribbean whose inhabitants speak a Romance language 

(related to Latin in historical times). (Britannica). Throughout Latin America, in the past 

decades, there has been an overall increase of civil unrest, political unrest, social uprisings, 

military dictatorships, political instability, and public policy tensions, even with the economic 

leaps the region of Latin America has gone through. At the beginning of the 21st century, Latin 

America was thriving with a rich industry of crops and minerals, helping to lift millions of 

civilians out of poverty. With this boom has come a bust though, as the expectations of the 

growing economy fall flat, and the middle and lower class suffer. With the addition of structural 

and political instability, corrupt governments unwilling to give up power, and weak institutions, 

Latin America has become entrenched in unrest. As the middle class has become further 

educated and connected by social media, it expresses its ideals through protests. It is important to 

note that these Latin American countries have taken inspiration from other protests across the 

globe, such as in Hong Kong, and have adopted the strategies used there to get what they want. 

Below are a list of a few different Latin American countries which may be brought up in debate 

or through a crisis simulation: 

 



Venezuela: a massive political and economic crisis has gained attention worldwide leading to a 

humanitarian disaster. The hungry civilians of Venezuela have called for change and protest 

against the socialist dictatorship which they say has ruined their economy.  

 

Paraguay: recently there have been huge protests against President Abdo, after an agreement 

with Brazil on the Itaipu hydroelectric power plant (which Paraguayans see problematic for their 

small country). The opposing government is in the midst of an impeachment process against 

Abdo, as his government rests at a 69% disapproval rating. This is not the only time the 

President of Paraguay was impeached. Only 7 years prior the previous president was impeached 

due to land disputes that led to a total of 17 deaths.  

 

Peru: There have been significant political tensions in Peru where President Vizcarra dissolved 

congress to have a parliamentary election. This has resulted in revolts across the county, such as 

blocking a copper mine causing economic problems as production ceased.  

 

Bolivia: Quite recently Bolivia has experienced many demonstrations in revolt to recent 

elections, the opposition countering the re-election of President Morales since 2006. After this 

election, President Morales received a ballot audit from the OAS, saying his election was not 

valid due to “serious irregularities”, which resulted in President Morales stepping down from 

power. From this election stirred a general strike in Santa Cruz, the richest area in Bolivia, road 

closures, and daily riots. Other than that, police stations have been attacked, homes of politicians 

lit on fire, and President Morales has been driven into exile.  

 

Ecuador: After withdrawing from a subsidy on fuel, fuel prices have flown causing huge 

protests. Even after the subsidy returned, protests continued, while President Moreno of Ecuador 

blamed these continuous demonstrations on his predecessor and Venezuelan President Maduro.  

 

Chile: Surprisingly Chile is facing its biggest moment of public turmoil since 1990 (the re-

democratization), even though it is the country in South America with the highest human 

development index rating and is known for its free-market economy and regional stability. As 

one protestor, Sebastián Candia exclaimed, “Chile is a pretty-looking tin-roofed house in the 



slum that is Latin America, but when you look inside, it’s rotten.” These riots were initially fired 

by the increase of electricity bills and public transit fares. But, even after the government gave in 

to these demands, the citizens, backed by labour unions, were no longer content with their 

situation as a whole, and protests have continued to ravage the country. Other protests include 

those based on old-age pensions, and education. At the moment these protests have resulted in 

the deaths of about 20 people and 2,500 injured in charges of state-sanctioned violence. In 

addition, police officers have been accused of rape, torturing, and blinding protestors for the 

weeks of these protests.  

 

 

Haiti: The Caribbean nation of Haiti is nearing a humanitarian crisis amongst political tension. 

After 2 months of anti-government demonstrations that the President of Haiti (President Moise) 

related to food insecurity, the President has called for international help. These protests have 

become the longest stretch of demonstrations in Haiti, and the opposition is calling for President 

Moise to step down. At the moment Haiti is also the poorest nation in the Americas with 3.7 

million people in need to meet their daily food needs. Unfortunately, the civil unrest in forms of 

road blocks, as well as with gang violence and crime, has caused organizations to have difficulty 

providing for the people of Haiti. But tension has risen after President Trump provided Haiti with 

2,000 tons of food aid, as the opposition of Moise are now accusing the United States of ignoring 

the root causes of hardship faced by Haitian citizens. In addition, police officers have begun to 

protest for better working conditions, living wages, social benefits, the right to form unions, and 

justice for murdered fellow police officers. If these are not met, police officers have threatened to 

rebel, many of which have already participated in marches some in their uniforms while others 

concealing their identities. President Moise’s popularity is fading over public distrust, anger of 

suspicions of corruption, growing inflation, and increased insecurity, he will be facing a difficult 

choice as officers demand change.  

 

 

The Caribbean: Countries in the Caribbean have seen the importance of mitigating corruption 

and have put an emphasis on creating fair governments, while value-based education in schools, 

universities, and work places have become very important to ensure good governance. 



Unfortunately, poverty is still of concern on many Caribbean islands with the rich getting richer, 

and the poor getting poorer. As many in the country are in poverty, there are high levels of youth 

unemployment, with many unable to get the right education to learn the skills to succeed and 

earn money in their economies. This in itself (high levels of unemployment and increased 

poverty) has led to problems of crime, illegal drug trade, and trafficking. 

 

At the moment Brazil is not experiencing protests or similar public discontent, even though the 

recent election showed the country had a deeply divided government. Meanwhile Argentina, in a 

recent election, showed the government divided, but unlike Brazil, it is in a more dire situation in 

terms of inflation and increase of food prices, causing more discontent with the civilians.  

 

Consequences: 

Across Latin America the common ground in terms of the causes of civil unrest are due to minor 

actions such as the increase in bus or subway fares, but weigh heavily on the topics of corruption 

pensions, healthcare, access to education, and economic issues causing an overall dissatisfaction 

within the respective countries. The indicators of an economy building and becoming stronger 

have been reduced and unemployment has increased as well as low GDPs. The largest 

consequence that may be seen is the recent comparisons towards the Arab Spring (the pro-

democracy demonstrations in North Africa and the Middle East leading to the fall of autocratic 

Presidents in Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia and the civil war in Yemen in 2010-2011). There is hope 

that a situation like this will be avoided as most countries in South America are democratic, no 

matter how fragile they may be. While the Arab Spring occurred when impoverished Arab 

citizens revolted against dictatorships, there is much more variety and diversity in general for the 

countries that are in protest in Latin America. That being said, it still is a concern and something 

to watch out for.  

 

 



 
Fig. 1: Picture of the various crises occurring across Central and South America.  

 

 

 



 
 

Fig. 2: Picture of areas of civil unrest in Latin America.  

 

 

 

 

 



Conclusion: 

Delegates it is now up to you to research various aspects of the civil unrest in Latin America. It is 

suggested to research the different uprisings in Latin America and have a good idea of 

solutions/possible resolutions to stem the unrest. Please note, as the conference is in February, 

and this guide was written in November, if there are any new and important updates in the global 

world to the current situation of civil unrest in Latin America, they can be (and are encouraged) 

to be brought up in debate. This is a crisis committee, and could proceed in any way depending 

on the crises. With this in mind, it is best if all delegates come with a general understanding of 

civil unrest all across Latin America, which you must be prepared to work together and find 

solutions on.  

 

Questions to Consider: 

-   Why are the civilians of Latin America revolting in the first place in each situation of 

unrest? Get to the root of the issue!  

-   What is the most feasible way to resolve conflicts and secure governments in areas of 

unrest? 

-   Is the role the United States plays among Latin American countries beneficial? 

-   How can the inequalities in and across Latin America become balanced? 

-   What are the main factors that have caused civil unrests across Latin America? 

-   Where should attention be directed mainly towards across Latin America? 

-   How does the topic of civil unrest in Latin America fit into the Sustainable Development 

Goal #16 for Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions? 

-   Could the civil unrest in Latin America lead to a similar situation in the Middle East? 

How can these risks be reduced? What was the Arab Spring and how can the chances of 

this happening of Latin America be mitigated? 

-   How does the civil unrest in Latin America relate to that of which around the world? 

-   How has the civil unrest created polarization between the citizens of Latin America? 

How can these barriers of polarization be broken? 

 
 
 
 



References: 
Caribbean Journal Staff: Calmera, R., Goede M. (n.d.) “12 Challenges Facing Caribbean Small 

Island Developing States.” Caribbean Journal. Retrieved from: 
https://www.caribjournal.com/2015/03/08/12-challenges-facing-caribbean-small-island-
developing-states/ 

 
DW. (18 November 2019). “Haiti’s President warns of Humanitarian Crisis as Protestors 

Demand Resignation.” DW: Made for Minds. Retrieved from:  
https://www.dw.com/en/haitis-president-warns-of-humanitarian-crisis-as-protesters-
demand-resignation/a-51289695 

 
 
Faiola A., Krygier R. (14 November 2019). “How to make Sense of the Many Protests Raging 

Across South America.” Washington Post. Retrieved from:  
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/the_americas/a-government-chased-from-its-
capital-a-president-forced-into-exile-a-storm-of-protest-rages-in-south-
america/2019/11/14/897f85ba-0651-11ea-9118-25d6bd37dfb1_story.html 

 
Guerra, L. (11 November 2019). “What’s going on in South America? Understanding the Wave 

of Protests.” The Conversation. Retrieved from: https://theconversation.com/whats-
going-on-in-south-america-understanding-the-wave-of-protests-126336 

 
NTI (Nuclear Threat Initiative). (29 April 2019). “Organization of American States (OAS).” 

Washington DC, USA. NTI: Building a Safer World. Retrieved from: 
https://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/organization-american-states-oas/ 

 
Organization of American States (OAS). (n.d.). “Who We Are.” Washington DC, USA. OSA. 

Retrieved from: http://www.oas.org/en/about/who_we_are.asp 
 
The Editors of Encyclopedia Britannica. (10 March 2017). “List of Countries in Latin America.” 

Encyclopedia Britannica. Retrieved from: https://www.britannica.com/topic/list-of-
countries-in-Latin-America-2061416 
 

 

 

  

 


