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Dear Distinguished Delegates, 

It is our pleasure to greet you to the seventh annual King’s MUN conference! Since the beginning of our 
journey in 2013, King’s MUN has created the opportunity to debate and learn more about the world. With 
a range of committees branching from tutorial to advanced, delegates with all levels of experiences have 
an opportunity to grow their MUN abilities. 

Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that simulates the United Nations. 
Delegates from around the world are encouraged to debate and attempt to resolve pressing issues that 
affect the global community. Through MUN simulations, students are able to develop and refine their 
skills in research, public speaking, critical thinking, and writing, amongst other practical skills that can be 
extremely useful in future endeavours. 

This year the world has completely changed, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected many ways of life. 
The new world of social distancing has led to significant changes in the world, including King’sMUN 
having its first ever online conference. At King’s Christian Collegiate, we have come to recognize the 
significant impact that Model UN has had on our students and have dedicated ourselves to growing our 
own club as well as spreading our knowledge and passion to schools and communities. In light of the 
pandemic, our network has greatly expanded, increasingly becoming involved with conferences and 
summits around the world. Through developing our awareness regarding international and geo-political 
relations, we have been able to deepen our insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and 
encourage conducive and beneficial discussions around these topics. 

Since the beginning of our Model UN journey, we as Secretary Generals have been able to strengthen our 
academics, improve our interpersonal skills, and develop a more complete worldview and appreciation for 
international cultures and populations. We are so proud of how inclusive, supportive and dedicated our 
group has become and cannot wait to see King’sMUN continue to grow exponentially in the upcoming 
years. Even with the extremely different circumstances we are currently in, we strongly believe this 
conference will be an amazing experience, and hope that you can walk away with a greater knowledge of 
the world and stronger skill sets. 

We are once again extremely excited to welcome each and every one of you at the seventh annual 
King’sMUN conference. We look forward to seeing you on Friday February 26th and Saturday, February 
27th, 2021. 

Sincerely, 

Ivana Gotovac and Zeeshan Pervaiz  

Secretary Generals, 2020/2021  

King’sMUN 

 
 
 



Topic: The Spanish Flu 
 

More than a century ago, a strain of influenza was first being observed in Europe, then 
the United States, then parts of Asia before swiftly spreading across the world. The Spanish flu 
pandemic of 1918, the deadliest in history, infected one-third of the planet’s population and 
killed an estimated 20 million to 50 million people. Fast forward to 2020, the world grinds to a 
halt in response to the coronavirus, scientists and historians are studying the 1918 outbreak for 
clues to the most effective way to stop a global pandemic. The efforts implemented then to stem 
the flu’s spread in cities across America - and the outcomes - may offer lessons for battling 
today’s crisis. I 
 
 
What Is the Flu: 

The flu, or influenza, is a virus that attacks the respiratory system. At first, the flu may 
seem like a common cold with a runny nose, sneezing and sore throat. But colds usually develop 
slowly, whereas the flu tends to come on suddenly. Influenza viruses travel through the air in 
droplets when someone with the infection coughs, sneezes or talks. You can inhale the droplets 
directly, or you can pick up the germs from an object such as a telephone - and then transfer 
them to your eyes, nose or mouth.People with the virus are likely contagious from about a day 
before symptoms appear until about five days after they start. Children and people with 
weakened immune systems may be contagious for a slightly longer time. Flu outbreaks happen 
every year and vary in severity, depending in part on what type of virus is spreading. They can 
also mutate rapidly.  
 
 
What Are Symptoms of The Spanish Flu:  

There were two waves of influenza. The first wave of the 1918 pandemic occurred in the 
early months of spring and was generally mild. The sick, who experienced such typical flu 
symptoms as chills, fever and fatigue, usually recovered after a couple of days, and the death rate 
was relatively low. 

The second wave however, was highly contagious and appeared with a vengeance in the 
fall of that same year. Victims died within hours or days of developing symptoms, their skin 
turning blue and their lungs filling with a frothy, bloody substance that caused them to suffocate.  

 
 
Where Did It Come From:  

Despite the fact that the 1918 flu wasn’t isolated to one place, it became known around 
the world as the Spanish flu. The Spanish Flu did not originate in Spain, though news coverage 
of it did. During World War I, Spain was a neutral country with a free media that covered the 
outbreak from the start. Meanwhile, Allied countries and the Central Powers had wartime 



censors who covered up news of the flu to keep morale high. Due to Spanish news sources being 
the only ones reporting on the flu, many believed it originated there. 

One commonality during the 1918 flu was that it struck down many previously healthy, 
young people (including a number of World War 1 servicemen) - a group normally resistant to 
this type of infectious illness. In fact, more U.S. soldiers died from the 1918 flu than were killed 
in battle during the war.  

Although the death toll attributed to the Spanish flu is often estimated at 20 million to 50 
million victims worldwide, other estimates run as high as 100 million victims - around 3 percent 
of the world’s population. Due to a lack of medical-record keeping in many places, the exact 
numbers are impossible to know.  
 
 
The Battle Against The Spanish Flu: 

When the 1918 flu hit, doctors and scientists were unsure what caused it or how to treat 
it. Unlike today, there were no effective vaccines or antivirals, drugs that treat the flu. In fact, 
many doctors prescribed medication that they felt would alleviate symptoms such as Aspirin. 
Medical professionals advised patients to take up to 30 grams per day, a dose now known to be 
toxic. Symptoms of Aspirin poisoning include hyperventilation and pulmonary edema, or the 
buildup of fluid in the lungs, and it’s now believed that many of the October deaths were actually 
caused or hastened by aspirin poisoning 

In parts of America, complicating matters arose as there was a shortage of physicians and 
other health workers due to World War 1. And of the available medical personnel in the U.S., 
many came down with the flu themselves. 

Additionally, hospitals in some areas were so overloaded with flu patients that schools, 
private homes and other buildings had to be converted into makeshift hospitals, some of which 
were staffed by medical students. 

Officials in some communities imposed quarantines, ordered citizens to wear masks and 
shut down public places, including schools, churches and theaters (similar to our reality today). 
People were advised to avoid shaking hands and to stay indoors, libraries put a halt on lending 
books and regulations were passed banning spitting. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Helpful Graphs and Data for Better Understanding:  
 
 

 
Figure 1: Social Distancing in Philadelphia and St. Louis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 2: Covid-19 Death Rates Vs. Influenza Deaths 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Figure 3: Death Rates for The 3 Waves 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4: Deaths Caused by Pneumonia Vs. The Spanish Flu 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5: Economic Implications of The Spanish Flu 
 
 
 
 
 
Further Questions for Delegates to Consider:  

- What is the best way to go about the pandemic in terms of safety for all people? 
- How can the spread of the influenza be reduced in military bases?  
- How can mandatory masking and quarantining affect the death rate in communities 

globally? 
- In what ways will the global economy be affected by the influenza and how can we 

maintain a healthy market?  
 
References and Helpful Sources for Delegates:  
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