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Dear Distinguished Delegates, 

It is our pleasure to greet you to the seventh annual King’s MUN conference! Since the 
beginning of our journey in 2013, King’s MUN has created the opportunity to debate and learn 
more about the world. With a range of committees branching from tutorial to advanced, 
delegates with all levels of experiences have an opportunity to grow their MUN abilities. 

Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that simulates the United 
Nations. Delegates from around the world are encouraged to debate and attempt to resolve 
pressing issues that affect the global community. Through MUN simulations, students are able to 
develop and refine their skills in research, public speaking, critical thinking, and writing, 
amongst other practical skills that can be extremely useful in future endeavours. 

This year the world has completely changed, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected many ways 
of life. The new world of social distancing has led to significant changes in the world, including 
King’sMUN having its first ever online conference. At King’s Christian Collegiate, we have 
come to recognize the significant impact that Model UN has had on our students and have 
dedicated ourselves to growing our own club as well as spreading our knowledge and passion to 
schools and communities. In light of the pandemic, our network has greatly expanded, 
increasingly becoming involved with conferences and summits around the world. Through 
developing our awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, we have been able 
to deepen our insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage conducive 
and beneficial discussions around these topics. 

Since the beginning of our Model UN journey, we as Secretary Generals have been able to 
strengthen our academics, improve our interpersonal skills, and develop a more complete 
worldview and appreciation for international cultures and populations. We are so proud of how 
inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait to see King’sMUN 
continue to grow exponentially in the upcoming years. Even with the extremely different 
circumstances we are currently in, we strongly believe this conference will be an amazing 
experience, and hope that you can walk away with a greater knowledge of the world and stronger 
skill sets. 

We are once again extremely excited to welcome each and everyone one of you at the seventh 
annual King’sMUN conference. We look forward to seeing you on Friday February 26th and 
Saturday, February 27th, 2021. 

Sincerely, 

Ivana Gotovac and Zeeshan Pervaiz 

Secretary General, 2020/2021 

King’sMUN 

 



 

 

 

 

Committee: United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) --- Novice  

A Brief Overview 

The UN and UNEP 

The United Nations was created with a purpose of maintaining peace among nations by 
developing relations, advocating for human rights, improving living standards, and improving 
social progress.  

At the time of its creation, there were no predominant organizations that cared for the 
environment on an international scale partly due to the fact that developing countries did not 
think climate change was as a priority in comparison to such topics as poverty. However, 
eventually it was made clear that the environment needed to be taken care of, especially the 
global warming crisis, as it was an issue of international importance. The United Nations 
Environmental Programme (UNEP) was then founded after topics such as pollution, limited 
natural resources, and natural disasters were brought up in a United Nations conference.  

The UNEP is responsible for elevating environmental standards by addressing 
environmental issues globally and regionally. A part of caring for the environment is helping 
countries practice and implement eco-friendly policies. One purpose of UNEP is to care for the 
environment through forming partnerships with other countries to authorize and inspire nations 
to preserve the environment for posterity while maintaining a high quality of life for those living 
on Earth presently.  

History of UNEP 

The UNEP has accomplished many successful projects since its establishment in 1972. 
One such example is when the UNEP created the Montreal Protocol, which was ratified in all 
198 UN member states. This protocol limited and regulated substances that deplete the ozone 
layer. This has been one of the most successful projects as countries phased out 98% of 
substances depleting the ozone layer, saving about 2 million people yearly from dying of skin 
cancer.  

Another successful project includes the India Solar Loan Programme which won the 
Energy Globe, one of the most prestigious environmental awards given. Partnering with UNEP, 
Rise Centre on Energy, Climate and Sustainable Development, and two large banks in India, the 
organizations were able to create a consumer credit market that would finance solar home 
systems in southern India. This project provided electricity for homes that have unreliable and 
absent electricity grids, bettering the lives of many while creating a small profit and opened 
opportunity for more successful ideas.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Topic 1: Prioritizing/promoting various drawdown (CO2) initiatives and technologies:  

Carbon dioxide is vital to sustain life, but too much of it in the atmosphere traps the heat 
from the sun, raising the Earth’s temperature and causing extreme weather changes that disrupt 
the climate. Too much carbon dioxide also damages the central nervous system and deteriorates 
the respiratory system in living organisms. Increased CO2 levels negatively affect all organisms 
on the planet, between altering behavioural patterns in marine life to reducing the protein content 
of crops.  

Carbon dioxide’s ability to trap heat makes it a greenhouse gas. Carbon dioxide is the 
biggest contributor to greenhouse gas emissions, mainly coming from the transportation industry, 
and electricity and industrial usages of fossil fuels. CO2 is what is burned to transport people 
from one place to another and is used to create energy.   

 

 

 
Drawdown of CO2 is when the increase of CO2 levels stops and a decline starts to 

gradually occur. To preserve life for present day and future generations, drawdown initiatives 
must be successful as the instances of extreme weather conditions like droughts, flooding, 
wildfires and heatwaves are already being observed.  

Global warming must not exceed 2-degrees Celsius and this can only be done by 
reducing emissions by 7.6% yearly until 2030. To fight global warming, the Paris Agreement 
was made in which countries were legally bound to restrict global temperatures from rising 

Figure 1: A pie graph indicating which type of greenhouse gas is emitted the most. 

 



 

 

above 2-degree Celsius and curb greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. During the 2021 United 
Nations Climate Change Conference (COP26), the Paris Agreement commitments are to be 
reviewed and perhaps improved to ensure the decrease of emissions.  

A challenge that hinders the progress of drawdown is the overdependency on fossil fuels 
(see figure 2 below). Fossil fuels are projected to provide 77% of the energy consumption by 
2040, which releases CO2 into the atmosphere. Delegates should consider the concept of 
renewable versus non-renewable resources in such a situation and consider ways humankind may 
transition from fossil fuels to other sources that can be used to produce energy. Many people 
around the globe consider it vital to reduce CO2 emissions in order to reach drawdown. Countries 
are called to reduce emissions by 7.6% every year, but if improvements are not made, in order to 
reach goals set out, the international community may need to commit to accomplishing 15.5% 
reduction of emissions if there is little improvement by 2025 to reach their goals of reduced 
emissions by 2030.  

 

 

 
Another challenge that inhibits reducing CO2 emissions is the lack of fulfilling 

commitments presented while negotiating the Paris Agreement. Despite the fact that participating 
countries of the Paris Agreement are required to create a plan, set targets to reduce emissions and 
articulate specific ways they would meet these goals, 2019 recorded the highest CO2 emissions in 
history. Members such as Morocco and India are expected to meet the goal of not exceeding 2-
degree Celsius limit even though their emissions are projected to increase. In contrast, Saudi 
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Figure 2: A chart indicating fossil fuels consumption globally.  



 

 

Arabia and Russia have emissions that are not able to withstand the limit of 2-degree Celsius. 
Many nations are frustrated by this and call upon all participating members to carry out what 
they agreed to, which is to reduce CO2 emissions in order to keep the Earth’s temperature at 2-
degree Celsius, as the success of some countries will not be enough to reach drawdown.  

Connection to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs): 

Prioritizing drawdown initiatives/technologies of CO2 relates to SDG 12, which is the 
global goal focused on ensuring sustainable consumption and production. It is critical to separate 
environmental degradation from economic development and instead make environmental care 
profitable and effective. The UNEP tries to and has successfully promoted Target 12.6 of SDG 
12, in order to, “Encourage companies, especially large and transnational companies, to adopt 
sustainable practices and to integrate sustainability information into their reporting cycle” which 
also helps make companies reduce their CO2 emissions. Industries are also large producers of 
CO2 emissions and reaching drawdown will be achieved by making industrial production and the 
environment harmonious. Some industrial practices UNEP works with to reduce CO2 emissions 
include tourism, corporate sustainability reporting and small and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs), especially in developing countries to guide them towards ecofriendly economic growth. 
Target 12.8, “By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have the relevant information and 
awareness for sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony with nature” is another goal 
that is being pursued as the UNEP regularly publishes environmental reports and holds 
conferences to make environmental issues clear. The UNEP made clear that increases in CO2 
emissions, causing an increase in global warming up to 1.5 degrees Celsius, will kill over 70% of 
coral reefs, ultimately disrupting marine ecosystems. It has also made it clear that 6 million 
people living near coastal areas are vulnerable to sea-levels rising putting their lives in danger. 
These topics will be discussed more intensively in the COP26 to further report and record 
commitment fulfillments from the Paris Agreement regarding these issues.     

The drawdown of CO2 emissions relates to SDG 13: Climate Action. More specifically 
Target 13.2, states that, “Integrating climate change measures into national policies, strategies 
and planning” which the UNEP has been doing for years now. An example of this is the Paris 
Agreement in which each participating member set a goal, identified targets and structured 
pathways to meet these goals. These pathways may be implementing policies that protect the 
environment or creating policies that ease the damage that has already been done.  

The UNEP’s effort to prioritize and promote various drawdown (CO2) initiatives and 
technologies relates to Sustainable Development Goal 7: Affordable and clean energy, Goal 14: 
Life below water, and Goal 15: Life on land. The delegate is encouraged to further explore these 
goals and the achievement of the SDGs in relation to the Drawdown CO2 technologies and 
initiatives that will be prioritized to a greater extent in the future.   

 

Questions to consider: 

1. What are mandatory steps to take in order to ease the dependency on fossil fuels? 
2. Are there countries that do not have a high dependency on fossil fuels? If there are, what 

are they doing differently? 
3. What would make countries more inclined to commit to their pledges? 



 

 

4. Why are countries not committing to their agreements?  

 

Other helpful resources: 

https://blogs.ei.columbia.edu/2018/11/27/carbon-dioxide-removal-climate-change/ 
https://drawdown.org/solutions/table-of-solutions 
https://www.drawdown.org/drawdown-framework 
https://atlantic2.sierraclub.org/content/drawdown-project-reverse-global-warming-
%E2%80%94-educational-resources 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10584-012-0684-1 
https://europa.eu/capacity4dev/unep/wiki/about-united-nations-environment-programme 
https://www.unep.org/interactive/six-sector-solution-climate-change/ 
https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12 
https://sciencing.com/co2-bad-planet-4876.html 
https://www.wri.org/blog/2019/12/co2-emissions-climb-all-time-high-again-2019-6-
takeaways-latest-climate-data 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/09/climate-change-report-card-co2-
emissions/#:~:text=Morocco%3A%20According%20to%20CAT%2C%20Morocco,and%20
52%20percent%20by%202030. 
https://www.unenvironment.org/about-un-environment/why-does-un-environment-matter 
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/each-countrys-share-co2-emissions 

 

Works Cited: 

https://www.co2nsensus.com/blog/problems-with-reducing-carbon-footprint 
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/10-best-ways-to-combat-climate-change/ 
https://stats.unctad.org/Dgff2016/planet/goal12/target_12_6.html 
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/sustainable-development-goals/why-do-
sustainable-development-goals-matter/goal-12 
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/climate-change/facts-about-climate-emergency 
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases 
https://www.unenvironment.org/news-and-stories/story/thirty-years-what-montreal-protocol-
doing-protect-
ozone#:~:text=The%20Montreal%20Protocol%20has%20been%20successful%20in%20reducin
g%20ozone%2Ddepleting,and%20bromine%20in%20the%20stratosphere.&text=This%20is%20
because%20once%20released,and%20continue%20to%20cause%20damage. 
https://www.solutions-site.org/node/258 
https://www.unenvironment.org/explore-topics/resource-efficiency/what-we-do/responsible-
industry 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/09/climate-change-report-card-co2-
emissions/#:~:text=Morocco%3A%20According%20to%20CAT%2C%20Morocco,and%2052%
20percent%20by%202030 
https://www.unenvironment.org/interactive/emissions-gap-report/2019/ 

 


