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A letter from your Secretary General 
 
Dear Distinguished Delegates, 
 
It is my honour to welcome you to the sixth annual King’sMUN conference. Since 
our debut in 2013, King’sMUN has provided an environment to foster and nurture 
aspiring Model UN enthusiasts. From our tutorial to our advanced committees, 
delegates of all levels of experience will be able to participate and grow in their 
MUN abilities.  
 
Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that invites 
students from thousands of schools around the world to participate in conferences. 
Delegates are encouraged to debate on and attempt to resolve pressing issues that 
affect the global community. Through these simulations, students are able to 
develop and refine their skills in diplomacy, negotiation, compromise, research, 
public speaking, critical thinking, and writing amongst other practical skills that 
will be extremely useful in all facets of their education and life in general. 
 
At King’s Christian Collegiate, I have come to recognize the significant positive 
impact that Model UN has had on our students, so I have dedicated myself to 
growing our own club and spreading my knowledge and passion to surrounding 
schools and communities. Through developing my awareness regarding 
international and geo-political relations, I have been able to deepen my insight into 
some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage mature and fruitful 
discussion around these topics.  
 
I am so proud of how inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become 
and cannot wait to see King’sMUN continue to grow exponentially in years to 
come. I love sharing my experiences regarding Model UN with others and I look 
forward to meeting as many of you as I can and hearing your individual stories.  
 
I am once again immensely excited to welcome Grades 7-12 at the fifth annual 
King’sMUN conference. I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 22nd, 
2020. 
 
Sincerely, 
Alice Gales  
Secretary General, 2019/2020 
King’sMUN 
 



Topic 1: Countering Toxic Narratives About Refugees and Migrants  
	   	  

In recent years, nations have started to criminalize refugees by introducing laws that 
restrict refugee, endanger lives and pushing humanitarian standards back in time. Migrants 
worldwide are facing new barriers to aid, which is especially detrimental to the children and the 
elderly. Aid groups that rescue migrants have also been accused of endangering lives through 
conspiring with smugglers. The International Federation of the Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies warns that legally preventing organizations from helping people in need is undermining 
years of progress that have made in terms of migrants. In addition, in many countries around the 
world the idea that migrants are to blame for their economic issues and fears has emerged. 
However, in saying this, people are ignoring the fact that many of these migrants are asylum 
seekers, that the rest of the world have a moral and legal duty to help. These people are fleeing 
from violence and the threat of death, and many of them are being left to drown in the 
Mediterranean Sea.  
 One of the main problems that stems from that causes there to be toxic narratives 
regarding migrants is due to the policies requiring health services to disclose the immigration 
status of their patients and the fear that these patients have of being arrested, detained or 
deported if they seek medical attention. There are 
currently no international policies in place that 
protect asylum seekers’ access to healthcare, 
which is a major problem because many of the 
people who are truly seeking asylum have been 
subject to violence, persecution or torture so they 
are in dire need of healthcare services.  
 Another problem that is causing the toxic 
narrative around migrants is the criminalization of 
organizations providing humanitarian assistance to refugees and immigrants. More and more 
people across Europe are being arrested and charged for aiding refugees and migrants.  The 
current European policy states that it is up to individual nations to decide whether or not people 
providing humanitarian assistance should be exempt from prosecution for helping immigrants 
cross the border. Therefore, due to the vague nature of this policy and the increasing fear of 
refugees and migrants, many countries have decided to arrest people aiding refugees. For 
example, in 2017, the mayor of Calais essentially made food distribution in Calais refugee camps 
illegal by banning “repeated and prolonged large gatherings.” The lack of humanitarian aid 
within these camps have even caused children to attempt suicide.  

 One of the other problems that comes along with these 
refugees and migrants being  
spoken about negatively and being viewed as a burden is that 
anyone trying to help them live long enough to make it into 
Europe are being seen as criminals. Sean Binder, a diver and first 
responder, was one of the men part of the Emergency Response 
Centre International who was charged with felonies including 
espionage, membership of a criminal organization, money 
laundering and assisting human smuggling networks. The 
Emergency Response Center International had no intentions of 
replacing the authorities. They just intended to relieve the over-



stretched governmental services, and help save as many lives as possible. They always made sure 
to informed the coast guards and port authorities about the refugee boats in the sea, and even 
shared their resources with the European border agency. However, despite this they were still 
criminally charged, which is a huge problem. This means countries of the world are 
criminalizing lawfully helping others, which will be detrimental to the health of the world if this 
fear of aiding others trickles into other areas of life. Many European countries, such as Hungary 
and Italy, are also adopting the view that refugees and migrants burden societies, which has 
caused them to stop providing humanitarian aid and accepting refugees into their countries. This 
is essentially breaking the international law outlined 1951 Refugee Convention regarding the 
definition of a refugee, the rights of individuals who are granted asylum and the responsibilities 
of nations that grant asylum, which the countries of the United Nations signed onto. In 
conclusion, in recent years there has been a toxic narrative around migrants and refugees that 
needs to be discussed and resolved.  
 
Questions to help you get started:  
1.   What international policies have been put in place in terms of migration and refugees? 
2.   What are the real statistics about what happens to a country when refugees and migrants 

enter it? 
3.   What is your country’s view on accepting refugees? 
 
Sources  
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2018/jul/11/toxic-narrative-migration-
endangers-lives-red-cross-report 
 
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/can-europe-make-it/europe-criminalizing-humanitarian-aid/ 
 
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2019/06/20/european-activists-fight-
criminalisation-aid-migrants-refugees 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Topic 2: Supporting the Economic Inclusion of Refugees  
  

After fleeing war or persecution, the best way to allow 
refugees and migrants to rebuild their lives is through giving 
them the opportunity to work. The UNHCR is working to 
promote economic inclusion of refugees by advocating for 
their right to work and giving them access to markets through 
various programs. Through this work, refugees can provide 
for their families and maintain their dignity in society.  
 Many of the people forced to flee their homes were 
skilled workers, who had successful careers in their countries 
of origin. Therefore, they can contribute very  
positively to the economies they seek asylum in. In fact, a 
study done in 2018 found that after a spike in migration, the 
strength and sustainability of the countries improved and 
unemployment rates dropped. This study contradicts the 
common belief that refugees place a financial burden on the 
countries they migrate to. Within this study, the researchers 
looked separately at the effects of migrants and asylum seekers who reside in the country 
temporarily while their refugee status applications are being processed. It assessed the economic 
wellbeing of European countries from 1985 to 2015, through looking at the average incomes, and 
the difference in the money spent on public programs and the amount of money raised through 

taxes. This model suggests that within two years 
after a large influx of migrants, the unemployment 
rates drops significantly and the health of the 
economy improves. The reason for these 
improvements are predicted to be because of 
migrants increasing market demand, providing 
services, paying taxes and adding jobs.  
 Despite the studies that prove that immigrants are 
having positive impacts on the countries they 
migrate to, many countries are still refusing to allow 
refugees to work when they arrive. For example, 
when refugees arrive in Botswana, they are forced 
into detention centres and isolated from their 
families. These refugees aren’t allowed to leave 
these detention centres, families are separated and 
allowed to see each other for only 30 minutes per 
week. This poor treatment of refugees in intended to 

act as a deterrent for refugees, so they don’t choose Botswana as their destination country when 
they are fleeing. Botswana has a stable government, and they are worried that if they have a large 
influx of refugees into their nation it will ruin their growing economy. This is just one example 
of a country having a misguided view on refugees, which is not backed up by the studies that 
have been carried out and the statistics that have been recorded. Refugees and immigrants have 



also impacted countries by reducing the crime rates within their destination countries, which is 
just one of the other positive benefits migrants have on societies.  

Questions to help you get started:  

1.   What is your country’s stance on including refugees and immigrants into the economy, and 
how have they acted on this? 

2.   How have refugees and immigrants contributed to the economy and wellbeing of your 
country?  

3.   What are some ways that will support the inclusion of refugees and immigrants into society? 

Sources  

https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-018-05507-0 
 
https://www.unhcr.org/livelihoods.html 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Topic 3: Improving Access to Education for Refugees  
  

There are currently 3.7 million refugee children 
who are out of school. Investing in the education of 
highly talented and driven migrants can help boost 
development and economic growth within host countries 
and their countries of origin. Laws and policies are failing 
migrant and refugee children by neglecting their universal 
rights and their needs. Refugees are some of the most 
vulnerable people in the world, and they are being denied 
the safe haven and promise of a better future that schools 
provide. Education is a basic human right outlined in the 
1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child. Education 
protects children and youth from being forced into armed groups, child labour, sexual 
exploitation and child marriage. Education empowers refugees by giving them the knowledge to 
live productive, fulfilling and independent lives. Education enlightens refugees by allowing them 
to learn about themselves and the world around them, and inspires them to rebuild their lives.  
 One main downfall that current school systems have is the inability to adapt to and 
support the specific needs of refugees. Although this requires extra effort for these school 
systems, refugees have a great deal of human potential and without these measures their potential 
is squandered. It is a very important first step to social cohesion that refugees and host children 
are educated within the same schools. However, discrimination within schools and the way in 
which the lessons are taught can drive them away.  The way in which this negative environment 
can be mitigated is through well-trained teachers and a well-designed curriculum. However, this 
remains a problem because many of the host countries don’t have the means to make such 
investments in the education system. Therefore, the require investments and humanitarian aid 
from wealthier developed nations.  
 Refugees leave their source countries because they are desperate, not knowing whether 
there will be opportunity at the other end. Therefore, when they arrive in their asylum countries 
they need to be provided with services to tackle inequalities and make them feel welcome in 
these new societies. One service that provides hope to these refugees and reduces frustration is 
education. However, it is not enough for there to be just be education. This education needs to 
empower refugees and create a unity between the host population and the refugee population. If 
this education is carried out properly, it has the ability to bring out the best in people and act as a 
springboard to bring opportunity to those who desperately need it.   
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Question to help you get started:  
1.   What is your country’s policy on giving refugees access to education? 
2.   How many refugees within your country have access to education? 
3.   How is the education system within your country negatively impacting refugees? 
 
 
Sources 
https://en.unesco.org/gem-report/sites/gem-report/files/GEMR_2019-GEMR_Summary_ENG-
v6.pdf 
 
https://www.unhcr.org/education.html 
 
 


