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Dear Distinguished Delegates, 

It is our pleasure to greet you to the seventh annual King’s MUN conference! Since the 
beginning of our journey in 2013, King’s MUN has created the opportunity to debate and learn 
more about the world. With a range of committees branching from tutorial to advanced, 
delegates with all levels of experiences have an opportunity to grow their MUN abilities. 

Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that simulates the United 
Nations. Delegates from around the world are encouraged to debate and attempt to resolve 
pressing issues that affect the global community. Through MUN simulations, students are able 
to develop and refine their skills in research, public speaking, critical thinking, and writing, 
amongst other practical skills that can be extremely useful in future endeavours. 

This year the world has completely changed, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected many ways 
of life. The new world of social distancing has led to significant changes in the world, including 
King’sMUN having its first ever online conference. At King’s Christian Collegiate, we have come 
to recognize the significant impact that Model UN has had on our students and have dedicated 
ourselves to growing our own club as well as spreading our knowledge and passion to schools 
and communities. In light of the pandemic, our network has greatly expanded, increasingly 
becoming involved with conferences and summits around the world. Through developing our 
awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, we have been able to deepen our 
insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage conducive and beneficial 
discussions around these topics. 

Since the beginning of our Model UN journey, we as Secretary Generals have been able to 
strengthen our academics, improve our interpersonal skills, and develop a more complete 
worldview and appreciation for international cultures and populations. We are so proud of how 
inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait to see King’sMUN 
continue to grow exponentially in the upcoming years. Even with the extremely different 
circumstances we are currently in, we strongly believe this conference will be an amazing 
experience, and hope that you can walk away with a greater knowledge of the world and 
stronger skill sets. 

We are once again extremely excited to welcome each and every one of you at the seventh 
annual King’sMUN conference. We look forward to seeing you on Friday February 26th and 
Saturday, February 27th, 2021. 

Sincerely, 

Ivana Gotovac and Zeeshan Pervaiz 

Secretary General, 2020/2021 

King’sMUN 

 



United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC): 
Crime and Gang Violence in Latin America 
 
History 
 

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime is a United Nations office established in 

1997 as the Office for Drug Control and Crime Prevention by combining the United Nations 

International Drug Control Program and the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Division in 

the United Nations Office at Vienna. The Executive Director of the United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is Ms. Ghada Waly of Egypt, who took office on February 1, 2020. 

She holds the rank of Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations. The headquarters of the 

UNODC is in Vienna, Austria. UNODC was established to help the UN better address a 

coordinated, comprehensive response to the interrelated issues of illicit trafficking in and abuse 

of drugs, crime prevention and criminal justice, international terrorism, and political corruption. 

These goals are pursued through three primary functions: research, guidance and support to 

governments in the adoption and implementation of various crime, drug, terrorism, and 

corruption-related conventions, treaties and protocols, as well as technical/financial assistance to 

said governments to face their respective situations and challenges in these fields.  

 

The office has long-term aims to equip governments better to handle the drug, crime, 

terrorism, and corruption-related issues, maximize knowledge on these issues among 

governmental institutions and agencies, and maximize awareness of said matters in public 

opinion globally, nationally and at a community level. Approximately 90% of the Office's 

funding comes from voluntary contributions, mainly from governments. 

 

Topic: Crime and Gang Violence in Latin America 

 

The people of Latin America regard crime, and particularly criminal violence, as one of 

the most important issues facing their countries today. This violence is broadly attributed to the 

increase in cocaine trafficking through the region since 2006. While there is some truth to this 

association, the situation is more complicated than it is commonly portrayed. In the past, Latin 

America was largely a refuelling stop for vessels moving cocaine northwards. After 2006, the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crime
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Terrorism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corruption


year the Mexican government implemented its new national security strategy, it became more 

hazardous for traffickers to ship the drug directly to Mexico, and so an increasing share of the 

flow began to transit the landmass of Latin America. These new paths traversed areas controlled 

by locally organized crime groups, upsetting the balance of power between them.  

 

While these groups had long been involved in cross-border trafficking, the influx of 

greater volumes of cocaine greatly raised the stakes, promoting competition for territorial 

control. Many Latin American countries are transit countries for cocaine bound for the main 

consumer markets in North America and Europe. For the North American market, cocaine is 

typically transported from Colombia to Mexico or Central America by sea and then onwards by 

land to the United States and Canada. The US authorities estimate that close to 90% of the 

cocaine entering the country crosses the US/Mexico land border, most of it entering Texas. 

According to US estimates, some 70% of the cocaine leaves Colombia via the Pacific. Colombia 

remains the primary source of the cocaine found in Europe, but direct shipments from Peru and 

the Plurinational State of Bolivia are far more common than in the US market. The relative 

importance of Colombia seems to be in decline. For example, in 2002, the UK authorities 

reported that 90% of the cocaine seized originated in Colombia, but by 2008, the figure fell to 

65%. In several other European countries, Peru and the Plurinational State of Bolivia seem to be 

the primary source countries of cocaine.  

 

The Relationship to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

The Sustainable Development Goals are 17 global goals that are wished to be reached by 

2030. The issue of gang violence in Latin America is strongly connected to both SDG 8 (i.e., 

decent work and economic growth) and SDG 16 (i.e., peace and justice). To explain this further, 

those living in Latin America working in gangs or the drug trade do not have decent work that 

supports economic growth, connecting it to SDG 8. Alongside this, gang violence cannot be 

considered peaceful or just in slightest, proving the connection to SDG 16. Solving the issue of 

gang and drug violence in Latin America will help achieve these two Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

 

 



Questions To Consider 
 

- Should people that deal drugs to support their families be treated the same way as drug 
dealers who only support themselves? 
 

- What should people who live in Latin America that are addicted to drugs like cocaine do 
when the cocaine gets seized as there are not many rehabilitation centers accessible to 
them? 
 

- What should be done for the people who are trying to flee corruption and violence in 
Latin America, but are not gaining entrance into the United States? 
 

- In the country you represent as a delegate, what is the typical punishment for gang and 
crime related offences? Is this similar to the consequences in Latin America? Compare 
the two and discuss what you notice.  
  
 

 
Helpful Resources: 

- https://www.unodc.org/ 
- https://www.unodc.org/toc/en/reports/TOCTACentralAmerica-Caribbean.html 
- https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/gsh/Booklet2.pdf 
- https://www.unodc.org/pdf/research/Cr_and_Vio_Car_E.pdf 
- https://www.cfr.org/sites/default/files/pdf/2012/03/Criminal_Violence_CSR64.pdf 
- https://www.unodc.org/e4j/mun/crime-prevention/organized-crime.html 
- https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/mun/crime-prevention/index.html 
- https://www.unodc.org/e4j/en/resdb/search.html?#?c=%7B%22filters%22:%5B%7B%22

fieldName%22:%22en%23e4jDocument.topic.topicSubtopic-ref0_s%22,%22value%22:
%22Crime%20prevention%20and%20criminal%20justice%22%7D%5D,%22startAt%22
:10,%22sortings%22:%22%22%7D 

- https://www.tni.org/en/article/corruption-drug-trafficking-and-the-armed-forces 
- https://fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R41576.pdf 
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