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A letter from your Secretary General 
 
Dear Distinguished Delegates, 
 
It is my honour to welcome you to the sixth annual King’sMUN conference. Since our debut in                 
2013, King’sMUN has provided an environment to foster and nurture aspiring Model UN             
enthusiasts. From our tutorial to our advanced committees, delegates of all levels of experience              
will be able to participate and grow in their MUN abilities.  
 
Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that invites 
students from thousands of schools around the world to participate in conferences. Delegates are              
encouraged to debate on and attempt to resolve pressing issues that affect the global community.               
Through these simulations, students are able to develop and refine their skills in diplomacy,              
negotiation, compromise, research, public speaking, critical thinking, and writing amongst other           
practical skills that will be extremely useful in all facets of their education and life in general. 
 
At King’s Christian Collegiate, I have come to recognize the significant positive impact that              
Model UN has had on our students, so I have dedicated myself to growing our own club and                  
spreading my knowledge and passion to surrounding schools and communities. Through           
developing my awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, I have been able to             
deepen my insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage mature and               
fruitful discussion around these topics.  
 
I am so proud of how inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait                 
to see King’sMUN continue to grow exponentially in years to come. I love sharing my               
experiences regarding Model UN with others and I look forward to meeting as many of you as I                  
can and hearing your individual stories.  
 
I am once again immensely excited to welcome Grades 7-12 at the fifth annual 
King’sMUN conference. I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 22nd, 2020. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Alice Gales  
Secretary General, 2019/2020 
King’sMUN 
 
 



Topic 1 : Rising Ocean Levels & Displacement 
 

As humans continue to pour greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, oceans have            
tempered the effect. The world's seas have absorbed more than 90 percent of the heat               
from these gases, but it’s taking a toll on our oceans: 2018 set a new record for ocean                  
heating. Average sea levels have swelled over 8 inches (about 23 cm) since 1880, with               
about three of those inches gained in the last 25 years. Every year, the sea rises another                 
.13 inches (3.2 mm). The change in sea levels is linked to three primary factors, all                
induced by ongoing global climate change. The first is thermal expansion, when water             
heats up, it expands. About half of the sea-level rise over the past 25 years is attributable                 
to warmer oceans simply occupying more space. Melting glaciers are also a contributor,             
large ice formations such as mountain glaciers naturally melt a bit each summer. In the               
winter, snows, primarily from evaporated seawater, are generally sufficient to balance out            
the melting. Recently, though, persistently higher temperatures caused by global warming           
have led to greater-than-average summer melting as well as diminished snowfall due to             
later winters and earlier springs. That creates an imbalance between runoff and ocean             
evaporation, causing sea levels to rise.  

 

When sea levels rise as rapidly as they have been, even a small increase can have                
devastating effects on coastal habitats farther inland, it can cause destructive erosion,            
wetland flooding, aquifer and agricultural soil contamination with salt, and lost habitat            
for fish, birds, and plants. Higher sea levels are coinciding with more dangerous             
hurricanes and typhoons that move more slowly and drop more rain, contributing to more              
powerful storm surges that can strip away everything in their path. One study found that               
between 1963 and 2012, almost half of all deaths from Atlantic hurricanes were caused              
by storm surges. Already, flooding in low-lying coastal areas is forcing people to migrate              
to higher ground, and millions more are vulnerable from flood risk and other climate              
change effects. The prospect of higher coastal water levels threatens basic services such             
as Internet access, since much of the underlying communications infrastructure lies in the             
path of rising seas. 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/01/oceans-warming-faster-than-ever/
https://www.globalchange.gov/browse/indicators/global-sea-level-rise
https://www.globalchange.gov/browse/indicators/global-sea-level-rise
https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/sea-level/
https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/sea-level/
https://climate.nasa.gov/news/2680/new-study-finds-sea-level-rise-accelerating/
https://climate.nasa.gov/news/2680/new-study-finds-sea-level-rise-accelerating/
https://water.usgs.gov/edu/watercycleevaporation.html
http://environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/global-warming/big-thaw/
https://www.epa.gov/cre
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/hurricanes-cyclones-move-slower-drop-more-rain-climate-change-science/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/06/hurricanes-cyclones-move-slower-drop-more-rain-climate-change-science/
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2012/09/extreme-weather/miller-text
http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2012/09/extreme-weather/miller-text
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/09/news-hurricane-florence-dangerous-threats/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/09/news-hurricane-florence-dangerous-threats/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2019/01/climate-change-drives-migration-crisis-in-bangladesh-from-dhaka-sundabans/
https://news.nationalgeographic.com/2018/03/climate-migrants-report-world-bank-spd/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2018/07/news-internet-underwater-sea-level-rise/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2018/07/news-internet-underwater-sea-level-rise/


Figure 1 : Sea levels from 1880 to 2020. 
 

The ocean level is, on average, five to eight inches higher than it was in 1900,                
which is a substantial change, especially considering that for the previous two thousand             
years, the ocean level barely changed at all. Studies show that the sea level rose 1.2 to 1.7                  
millimeters every year, and by 2000, that rate increased to 3.4 millimeters per year. The               
general body of science agrees that these changes are largely caused by human activity,              
specifically by burning coal, gas, and other fossil fuels for energy. When they are burned,               
they release carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, which absorbs and traps heat from the              
sun, thus warming the atmosphere and planet. This warming in turn melts glaciers and ice               
sheets, which flows into the ocean. Moreover, the warming increases the temperature of             
the ocean water itself, and since warm water expands and therefore takes up more space               
than cold water, the sea levels rise even more. A rising sea level threatens the very land                 
that creates the countries in AOSIS. Members must focus on decreasing the amount of              
carbon dioxide released into the atmosphere, thus preventing global temperatures to rise            
even more, but they also have to adapt to the rising ocean levels that are inevitable.                
Experts estimate that island states stand to lose almost 20% of total social expenditure, as               
compared to 1.9% in North America, and under 1% in Europe and Central Asia. AOSIS               
countries must plan to adapt their entire lifestyles as rising sea levels impacts their land,               
infrastructure, and economic activities. 

Questions to help you get started : 

1. What factors contribute to the rising sea levels in the past decade. 
2. What has your country or the UN done so far to help this problem. 
3. How are countries being affected by this issue, what are the possible short term              

and long term solutions? 

References : 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/sea-level-rise-climate-change-1.5144739 

https://ocean.si.edu/through-time/ancient-seas/sea-level-rise 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/sea-level-rise-climate-change-1.5144739
https://ocean.si.edu/through-time/ancient-seas/sea-level-rise


https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/sealevel.html 

https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/sea-level/ 

Topic 2 : Mitigating Damage from Intensifying Natural Disasters 
 

As worldwide temperatures increase, so do the risk of drought and the intensity of              
storms, coupled with higher wind speeds, wetter monsoons, and potentially other           
disastrous changes. When the atmosphere and the ocean warm, more water vapor enters             
the air which may create more intense hurricanes due to faster wind speeds. Considering              
some amount of warming is inescapable, AOSIS members must plan for these changes             
and prepare for more intense natural disasters. Small islands are already the most             
vulnerable in terms of natural disasters, and climate change amplifies the risk and costs.              
On average, small states spend four times that of larger countries, in relation to GDP,               
when dealing with natural disasters. This fact is often caused by the position of these               
small states. Many of the island nations in AOSIS are in high risk locations, and since the                 
countries are so small, one storm will likely affect everyone.  

 
Facing the costs of natural disasters greatly inhibits island states’ ability to grow,             

and instead saddles them with more debt. States must maintain and grow their resilience              
programs to mitigate the negative effects of natural disasters, especially as storms            
intensify. For example, transportation is necessary for any country to grow economically,            
and rebuilding after each natural disaster is unsustainable. Instead, countries must invest            
in a transport asset management system that allows for better mitigation of the effects of               
natural disasters. Moreover, countries can focus on building resilient infrastructure          
especially to maintain access to hospitals and schools. Together, AOSIS states must focus             
on tackling the root cause of climate change while also preparing their countries and              
populations to be the least negatively affected with natural disaster strikes. 

 
Most countries at risk already have some mechanisms in place for disaster risk             

reduction and disaster response, which serve as the basis for enhanced prevention and             
preparedness. FAO supports their efforts to strengthen communities’ resilience and          
reduce their exposure to risk, thus preventing disasters from happening. When disasters            
are unavoidable, due to the extreme intensity of hazards, FAO assists them in reducing              
the resulting damage and loss and ensuring that governments, communities, households           

https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/sealevel.html
https://climate.nasa.gov/vital-signs/sea-level/


and the private sector are well prepared to respond to the emergency, as well as cope with                 
future hazards that affect agriculture, food security and nutrition. 
 
Questions to help you get started :  
 

1. What are some past natural disasters your country has faced, did you deal with              
them. 

2. With natural disasters being unpreventable, what are some solutions to mitigating           
the damage caused by them. 

3. What organizations and national bodies are helping natural disaster relief in your            
country and around the world. 

 
References :  
 
https://www.nap.edu/read/1840/chapter/6 
 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17538947.2010.499662 
 
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/284/5422/1927 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nap.edu/read/1840/chapter/6
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17538947.2010.499662
https://science.sciencemag.org/content/284/5422/1927

