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Dear Distinguished Delegates, 
  

It is our pleasure to greet you to the seventh annual King’s MUN conference! Since the                
beginning of our journey in 2013, King’s MUN has created the opportunity to debate and learn                
more about the world. With a range of committees branching from tutorial to advanced,              
delegates with all levels of experiences have an opportunity to grow their MUN abilities.  

  
Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that simulates the             

United Nations. Delegates from around the world are encouraged to debate and attempt to              
resolve pressing issues that affect the global community. Through MUN simulations, students            
are able to develop and refine their skills in research, public speaking, critical thinking, and               
writing, amongst other practical skills that can be extremely useful in future endeavours.  

  
This year the world has completely changed, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected many             

ways of life. The new world of social distancing has led to significant changes in the world,                 
including King’sMUN having its first ever online conference. At King’s Christian Collegiate, we             
have come to recognize the significant impact that Model UN has had on our students and have                 
dedicated ourselves to growing our own club as well as spreading our knowledge and passion to                
schools and communities. In light of the pandemic, our network has greatly expanded,             
increasingly becoming involved with conferences and summits around the world. Through           
developing our awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, we have been able            
to deepen our insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage conducive               
and beneficial discussions around these topics.  

  
Since the beginning of our Model UN journey, we as Secretary Generals have been able               

to strengthen our academics, improve our interpersonal skills, and develop a more complete             
worldview and appreciation for international cultures and populations. We are so proud of how              
inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait to see King’sMUN              
continue to grow exponentially in the upcoming years. Even with the extremely different             
circumstances we are currently in, we strongly believe this conference will be an amazing              
experience, and hope that you can walk away with a greater knowledge of the world and stronger                 
skill sets.  
  

We are once again extremely excited to welcome each and everyone one of you at the                
seventh annual King’sMUN conference. We look forward to seeing you on Friday February 26th              
and  Saturday, February 27th, 2021. 
Sincerely, 
Ivana Gotovac and Zeeshan Pervaiz 
Secretary General, 2020/2021 
King’sMUN 
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United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF) 
History  

The United Nations (UN) is an organization of 193 countries who come together for the 
stated purpose of seeking and maintaining peace around the globe. The UN began when 51 
countries came together following World War II for the sake of promoting international peace 
and security. On October 24, 1945, in San Francisco, California, the United Nations was 
officially formed and was structured around six main Organs. Each Organ is delegated to a 
different task and includes a diverse group of people specialized in working towards the goal of 
their sector. The UN strives to solve global issues as a collective whole but also by helping 
relations between different nations. Developing friendly relations and peace is the UN’s central, 
stated purpose.  
 

Although the UN, as a whole, has made immense progress towards its central goal of 
international friendly relations and peace, nothing would be possible without the individual 
committees delegated to the six key supporting tasks. One specific, supporting project is the 
United Nations Democracy Fund (UNDEF), which was created to help fund and support 
programs focused on fostering democratization around the world. In 2005, UN Secretary General 
Kofi A. A man initiated the UNDEF. This committee was officially adopted by the UN at the 
UN General Assembly later that year. The UNDEF aims to help programs that empower and 
promote human rights, civil society, and democratic practice. A large accomplishment of the 
UNDEF since has been its ability to function from voluntary contributions from 
democratically-minded governments around the world. In 2020, the UNDEF received 210 
million dollars in contributions from 45 countries.With this voluntary funding, the UNDEF has 
been able to fund its causes by sponsoring 50 chosen programs a year to an amount of $100,000 - 
$300,000 each. The UNDEF has made a tremendous impact around the world by helping to fund 
programs that foster democracy and human rights. In areas such as community activism, gender 
equality, and knowledge within youth.  
 
Topic: Strengthening Democracies Around the World 

Sadly, 2018 marked the 13th consecutive year of a decline in global freedom. Oppressive 
political agendas and unofficial dictators have become more prevalent than the growth of 
democractic views in many nations that demonstrate a concerning trend. As a result of this 
pattern of declining democratization around the world, minorities and human and civil rights are 
increasingly in danger. Once long-standing democratic nations, such as the United States, have 
recently been under the influence of political agendas that are threatening democratic and ethical 
values. Similarly, authoritarian regimes where governments continue to disregard the need for 
strong democratic or even ethical leadership have also been increasing. Sarah Repucci, author of 
an article Democracy and Pluralism are Under Assault, summarizes this troubling rise as she 
states, “The unchecked brutality of autocratic regimes and the ethical decay of democratic 
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powers are combining to make the world increasingly hostile to fresh demands for better 
governance.” 

 
Like any global issue, the history of a problem can provide important insight into the 

causes of trends, patterns, and societal movements. A surge of democratization bursted into the 
world following the Cold War. Specifically, the falling of the Berlin wall and the collapse of the 
Soviet Union started the beginning of reinstating democratic institutions in a multitude of 
nations. Such as, Eastern Europe, Sub Saharan Africa, America, and even parts of Asia. This 
global trend eventually slowed and lost the momentum from what once was a surge that radically 
changed the face of many nations; however, democratization is now in a global period of decline 
under the pressure of a new trend of different ethical values and authoritarian agendas. Between 
1988 and 2005, free countries rose 26%. Since, the number of free countries have now declined 
44%. These numbers represent the severely decreasing importance of democratic values within 
governments around the world.  

 
As of the present, democratization continues to decline, as “individuals in 64 countries 

experience a deterioration of their political rights and civil liberties.” This decline of freedom is a 
major problem, especially as further data has shown that only 37 of those 64 countries have seen 
improvement toward democratization and human rights. Minorities are not only experiencing the 
consequences of this decline in authoritarian regimes but now even in democratic nations where 
values of equality have been institutionalized, there seems to be a decline and even a challenge to 
traditional values of equality. Visible examples of this decline and trend can be seen through the 
actions of governments in North America but also in other parts of the world where democracy 
has been established. For example, India’s government has been prioritizing Hindu nationalist 
agenda resulting in the diminishing of human rights for it’s Muslim population. In the United 
States, although it promotes freedom, its recent government policy decisions have been 
supporting and funding programs that serve the seemingly opposite purpose and values of the 
democracy it is built on. Evidently, there is a need to help strengthen democracies around the 
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world not only to help civilizations as a whole but also to improve the safeguards of 
corruption.This will ensure that individual rights such as freedom of expression, equality, and 
human rights is where democracy has already been established. 

 
 

The mission of strengthening democracies around the world as well as the UNDEF plays 
a vital role in furthering the Sustainable Development Goal #16. The UN released a total of 17 
SDGs each focusing on a different world issue and created in hopes to reach their individual 
targets by 2030. The main purpose of SDG #16 is to “recognize that conflict, weak institutions, 
and limited access to justice remain a great threat to sustainable development.” Within SDG #16 
there are multiple specific targets that directly connect not only to strengthening democracies but 
also to the purpose of the UNDEF. The goal of strengthening democracies furthers SDG #16’s 
target 16.6 because it aligns with its mission to strive to help improve the accountability and 
transparencies of strong institutions. Lastly the UNDEF also aligns with SDG #16’s target 10.6 
because they both are seeking to continue to protect the fundamental freedoms of all people. 
Both the topic of strengthening democracies and the UNDEF focus on empowering, improving, 
and strengthening the same institutional aspects as SDG #16 overall aiding the state of 
governance around the world together.  

 
Questions to Consider: 

1. Do the programs funded by the UNDEF improve the state of democratization in the 
world or lessen it? 

2. Should the UNDEF increase the number of programs they fund each year to help reach 
the goal of SDG #16 by 2030? 

3. Can democratization lead to solving current world problems relating to human and civil 
rights?  

4. Looking at the current decline of democratization will the UNDEF be enough to put 
nations back on track? 

5. How can strengthening democracies through different programs improve the lives of 
individuals, specifically minorities? 

 
Conclusion: 

In conclusion, strengthening democracies around the world has shown to be a great need 
when looking at the decline of democratization in today’s society. The UNDEF plays an 
important role in reinstating the relveance of democracy and ethical value back into nations 
through the funding of citizen bread programs. As well as the Sustainable Development Goal 
#16 focused on peace, justice, and strong institutions combines the important work the UNDEF 
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with the topic of strengthening democracies through practical goals that make the world better. 
The progress of civil societies and human rights are no less important now then in history and the 
UNDEF continues to show the work that needs to be done to strengthen democracies.  
 
Works Cited & Helpful Resources 
 

- https://www.un.org/democracyfund/projects 
- https://www.un.org/democracyfund/ 
- https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/sg/articles/2018-09-21/kofi-annan-was-the-united-natio
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- https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Democracy_Fund 
- https://www.un.org/democracyfund/about-undef 
- https://www.un.org/sg/en/content/kofi-annan 
- https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2019/democracy-retreat 
- https://quarterly.blog.gov.uk/2019/10/30/strengthening-democracy-around-the-world/ 

Chart: https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2020/leaderless-struggle-democracy 
- https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/peace-justice/ 
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