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Dear Distinguished Delegates, 
 

It is our pleasure to greet you to the seventh annual King’s MUN conference! Since the                
beginning of our journey in 2013, King’s MUN has created the opportunity to debate and learn                
more about the world. With a range of committees branching from tutorial to advanced,              
delegates with all levels of experiences have an opportunity to grow their MUN abilities.  

 
Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that simulates the             

United Nations. Delegates from around the world are encouraged to debate and attempt to              
resolve pressing issues that affect the global community. Through MUN simulations, students            
are able to develop and refine their skills in research, public speaking, critical thinking, and               
writing, amongst other practical skills that can be extremely useful in future endeavours.  

 
This year the world has completely changed, the COVID-19 pandemic has affected many             

ways of life. The new world of social distancing has led to significant changes in the world,                 
including King’sMUN having its first ever online conference. At King’s Christian Collegiate, we             
have come to recognize the significant impact that Model UN has had on our students and have                 
dedicated ourselves to growing our own club as well as spreading our knowledge and passion to                
schools and communities. In light of the pandemic, our network has greatly expanded,             
increasingly becoming involved with conferences and summits around the world. Through           
developing our awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, we have been able            
to deepen our insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage conducive               
and beneficial discussions around these topics.  

 
Since the beginning of our Model UN journey, we as Secretary Generals have been able               

to strengthen our academics, improve our interpersonal skills, and develop a more complete             
worldview and appreciation for international cultures and populations. We are so proud of how              
inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait to see King’sMUN              
continue to grow exponentially in the upcoming years. Even with the extremely different             
circumstances we are currently in, we strongly believe this conference will be an amazing              
experience, and hope that you can walk away with a greater knowledge of the world and stronger                 
skill sets.  
 

We are once again extremely excited to welcome each and everyone one of you at the                
seventh annual King’sMUN conference. We look forward to seeing you on Friday February 26th              
and  Saturday, February 27th, 2021. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ivana Gotovac and Zeeshan Pervaiz 
Secretary General, 2020/2021 
King’sMUN 



Background Information:  
 

The United Nations (UN) is a global organization that was founded after the Second              
World War, in 1945. Originally 51 countries committed to maintaining international peace and             
security, the organization was created seeking to develop friendly relations among nations. The             
United Nations is currently an international organization made up of 193 member states. The UN               
consists of many committees and legislative bodies where each committee has a different             
mandate. The 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) were founded by the UN in 2015, which               
were designed to be a blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all, these goals                  
were specifically set for 2030. Within the 17 SDGs, are multiple targets and indicators to give a                 
more specific representation of the goals. These SDGs and targets address global problems             
including poverty, inequality, and sanitation.  

 
The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), is a global organization dedicated to saving lives,             

protecting rights, and building a better future for refugees, forcibly displaced individuals, and             
communities. The committee works to ensure that everybody has the right to seek asylum and               
find safe refuge, having fled violence, persecution, and other valid causes. The office of the               
UNHCR was created in 1950, during the aftermath of the Second World War, to help millions of                 
Europeans who had fled or lost their homes. Since the creation of the UNHCR, the committee                
has faced a multitude of conflicts on a range of continents and provides vital assistance to                
refugees, asylum-seekers, and internally displaced groups, many of whom have nobody left to             
turn to. With partners and communities, they work to ensure that everybody has the right to seek                 
asylum and find safe refuge in another country, attempting to secure lasting solutions. For over               
half a century, the UNHCR has provided protection, shelter, health, and education which have              
been crucial to healing broken pasts and building brighter futures. 
 
Topic (1): Indigenous Communities and COVID-19 
 

The Indigenous communities have continuously faced hardships in the past regarding           
lack of services, medical care, education, and opportunities. The COVID-19 pandemic has been             
no exception, bringing increasing challenges to the Indigenous groups, with serious impacts on             
communities, schools, events, and traditions. COVID-19 has become the fifth documented           
pandemic since the 1918 flu pandemic. The virus was first reported in Wuhan, China, and               
subsequently spread worldwide. With the virus being highly contagious, it rapidly spreads and             
continuously evolves in the human population. As it is a new virus, scientists are learning more                
each day about the short term and long term effects. Most people who have COVID-19 have                
mild symptoms, however, COVID-19 can also cause severe illness and lead to death. Some              
groups, including older adults and people who have certain underlying medical conditions, are at              
increased risk of severe illness from the virus. Groups and individuals who lack access to               
information, resources, and healthcare can have higher implications regarding the virus, which            
can cause great worry, including the Indigenous community shown in Figure 1. The pandemic              
has applications for many of the SDG’s including poverty, hunger, education, decent work, and              
economic growth. 
 

 
 



 
Figure 1.0 

 
Concern about the impact of COVID-19 on family stress due to confinement, (Indigenous and 

non-Indigenous participants), April 24 to May 11, 2020.  
 

 
The COVID-19 pandemic poses a grave health threat to Indigenous people around the             

world. Indigenous communities already experience poor access to healthcare, lack of access to             
essential services, sanitation, and other key preventive measures, which follow SDG 6.B of clean              
water and sanitation. Furthermore, most nearby local medical facilities, if and when there are              
any, are often under-equipped and under-staffed. Even when Indigenous people can access            
healthcare services, there is an increased amount of stigma and discrimination towards the group.              
Some Indigenous communities also live in multi-generational housing, which puts Indigenous           
peoples and their families, especially the Elders, at risk.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



As the number of COVID-19 infections rise worldwide, as well as the high mortality              
rates among certain vulnerable groups, data on the rate of infection in Indigenous peoples are               
extremely limited. Unfortunately relevant information about infectious diseases and preventive          
measures is also not available in Indigenous languages, which can lead to miscommunication and              
lack of information for the community. Additionally, as lockdowns continue in numerous            
countries, with no timeline in sight, Indigenous peoples who already face food insecurity,             
confront even graver challenges in access to food which regards SDG 2.1. With the loss of their                 
traditional livelihoods, which are often land-based, many Indigenous peoples who work in            
traditional occupations or the informal sector will be adversely affected by the pandemic             
mentally and physically, demonstrated in Figure 2.  

 
Figure 2.0 

 

 
Self perceived mental health and change in mental health since the onset of physical distancing, 

Indigenous participants, April 24 to May 11, 2020.  
 
 

Overall, the COVID-19 pandemic has had a damaging impact on many nations and             
groups around the world, significantly applying to the Indigenous groups. UNHCR must            
realistically and effectively determine what must be done for the Indigenous community, who             
can be extremely vulnerable during COVID-19 and future pandemics. As the Chair of the United               
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Anne Nuorgam stated, “We urge Member            
States and the international community to include the specific needs and priorities of Indigenous              
peoples in addressing the global outbreak of COVID 19.“ 

 
Questions to Help You Get Started:   

1. What can be done to reduce the stigma, discrimination and barriers regarding indigenous             
communities?  

2. Why are Indigenous communities in general more concerned and mentally impacted by            
the pandemic?  



3. Why is there a higher amount of rumours and falsifications regarding COVID-19 in             
Indigenous communities?  

4. What are some ways to limit the spreading of COVID-19 within Indigenous communities             
and groups?  

5. What can be done in an attempt to support Indigeous communities in the future regarding               
pandemics and other difficulties that may arise?  

Graphs: 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2020001/article/00035-eng.htmhttps://ww
w. 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/2020001/article/00071-eng.htm 

Helpful Resources: 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/indigenous/indigenous-covid-19-update-1.5814489 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/governments/indigenous-people/covid19 

https://www.unhcr.org/minorities-and-indigenous-peoples.html 

https://emergency.unhcr.org/entry/44031/ethnic-religious-and-linguistic-minorities-and-ind
igenous-peoples 

https://wchh.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/psb.1843 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/indigenous-peoples/ 

https://intercontinentalcry.org/15-indigenous-struggles-need-know/ 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/native-people-social-conditions 
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