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A letter from our Secretary General 

Dear Distinguished Delegates,  

It is my honour to welcome you to the sixth annual King’sMUN conference. Since our debut in 
2013, King’sMUN has provided an environment to foster and nurture aspiring Model UN 
enthusiasts. From our tutorial to our advanced committees, delegates of all levels of experience 
will be able to participate and grow in their MUN abilities.  

Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that invites students 
from thousands of schools around the world to participate in conferences. Delegates are 
encouraged to debate and attempt to resolve pressing issues that affect the global community. 
Through these simulations, students are able to develop and refine their skills in diplomacy, 
negotiation, compromise, research, public speaking, critical thinking, and writing amongst other 
practical skills that will be extremely useful in all facets of their education and life in general.  

At King’s Christian Collegiate, I have come to recognize the significant positive impact that 
Model UN has had on our students, so I have dedicated myself to growing our own club and 
spreading my knowledge and passion to surrounding schools and communities. Through 
developing my awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, I have been able to 
deepen my insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage mature and 
fruitful discussion around these topics.  

I am so proud of how inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait 
to see King’sMUN continue to grow exponentially in years to come. I love sharing my 
experiences regarding Model UN with others and I look forward to meeting as many of you as I 
can and hearing your individual stories.  

I am once again immensely excited to welcome Grades 7-12 at the fifth annual  

King’sMUN conference. I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 22nd, 2020.  

Sincerely,  

Alice Gales  

Secretary General, 2019/2020  

King’sMUN 

 
 



Topic 1: Ebola in the DRC 
 
The democratic Republic of Congo has been experiencing the world’s second largest ebola 

outbreak to date, the first being the 2014-2016 outbreak that took over 11 000 lives. As of 

December 2019, there have been approximately 3300 cases of ebola and a 2200 deaths due to the 

epidemic. The outbreak was first announced on August 1, 2018 in the province of North-Kivu in 

Congo. At first, ebola started affecting northern cities such as Beni but later, the disease started 

spreading to the south. The issue has been acknowledged 

as a global problem and on July 17 2019, WHO declared 

the Ebola outbreak in the DRC a Public Health Emergency 

of International Concern. In addition, healthcare workers 

have recently become reluctant to travel to the RDC. The 

workers in Congo have been getting harassed and killed by 

the public due to misinformation about the disease and the 

public’s distrust of outsiders. Also, due to the ongoing 

violence and massacres caused by Ugandan rebel groups in 

Congo, it has been difficult for response workers to travel 

to places such as Beni. 

 

Ebola is a deadly virus that causes fever, pain throughout the body and diarrhea. It can also cause 

severe internal and external bleeding due to its ability to reduce the amount of platelets 

(blood-clotting cells) in the body. The infection is moderately contagious and it can be spread 

through direct contact or through body fluids. Ebola is also extremely lethal and it has been 

known to kill 90% of people infected. The virus was first discovered in 1976 when it was found 

in the Ebola River in the DRC by Peter Piot and a few other scientists. Since the ebola outbreak 

in 2014, much research has been done to find a vaccine for ebola. The second largest ebola 

outbreak (the focus of this topic) is the first outbreak where a vaccine is being used. The vaccine 

has been found to be 97.5% effective. There have been a number of efforts made by the UN to 

prevent the spread of the disease. A few of these efforts include: 170 000 people vaccinated, 77 

million screenings of travellers, 10 000 handwashing stations placed around the country and 25 



000 meals given to students in critical areas to build the public’s trust in response workers. The 

World Bank has also pledged to donate 300 million dollars for the cause. 

 

The DRC has long been in a state of instability due to its years of war, poverty, youth 

unemployment and political unrest. Many areas in the DRC lack electricity, education, roads and 

healthcare. The police are corrupt and abuse the public of the DRC. For healthcare and response 

workers, working in the DRC can be very unsafe and hostile. In addition, the capital is on the 

Western edge of the country and it is quite far from all the other cities in the country. So, the lack 

some power over some outer areas of the country. Although the UN has been making great effort 

to combat Ebola, solutions are needed to facilitate the job of response workers and make the 

fight against Ebola the most effective it can be.  

 

Questions to consider: 

● How can the jobs of response workers be facilitated? 

● Can quality of life in the DRC be improved to prevent the spread of ebola? How? 

● What can be done to prevent person-to-person spread of the disease? 
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Topic 2: Cholera prevention in Refugee camps 
 
Around the world, over 2.6 million refugees live in camps. Refugees rely on these temporary 

homes to provide them with safety from the terrible lives they have fled from. These shelters 

provide the refugees with food, water and medical attention. However, sometimes these camps 

can encounter problems and outbreaks can occur. Cholera is a waterborne disease which can 

cause watery diarrhea and, if left untreated, can lead to death due to severe dehydration. Each 

year, there are around 120 000 deaths due to cholera. The disease is most commonly found in 

places with bad hygiene and sanitation, famine and an overabundance of people in a relatively 

small area. Refugee camps fit this description and in the past, many have seen outbreaks of 

cholera that have infected and killed hundreds. A significant example of a cholera outbreak in a 

refugee camp was from 2015-2016 when there were 1797 cases of cholera in the Dadaab refugee 

camp in Kenya. There were a few factors that contributed to the outbreak in the camp and they 

included: open fecal elimination due to unavailability of toilets, eating from shared plates, unsafe 

drinking water due to lack of chlorine and lack of handwashing stations.  

 

A man named Filippo Pacini discovered in 1854 that the virus V. cholerae was the cause of 

cholera. The virus started being a problem in the 1800s, a time before sewage systems prevented 

contaminated water from being ingested. Since then, it has remained a problem for many 

countries that cannot acquire clean drinking water or create water treatment plants to clean 

contaminated water. The UN has been aware of the pressing issue and has made some efforts to 

combat the problem. An example is when 200 vaccination teams were sent to a Rohingya 

refugee camp in Bangladesh to deliver 900 000 doses of the cholera vaccine to the camp. The 

UN also created an initiative to reduce cases of cholera by 90% by 2030. This would aim to 

improve conditions in areas such as refugee camps that are vulnerable to cholera outbreaks.  

 

 

 

 

 



Although the UN has been making great effort to combat the issue of cholera by delivering 

vaccines, a more sustainable and permanent solution to the problem. The conditions in these 

refugee camps are in need of improvement if cholera outbreaks are to be prevented. Often these 

refugee camps are not given much attention by countries around the world so initiatives such as 

the 2030 initiative by the UN may go a long way in improving the lives of refugees that have 

fled from their horrible past lives. 

 

Questions to consider:  

● How can countries around the world be called to act on this issue and be held 

accountable? 

● What can be done to improve the conditions of these refugee camps? 

● Can refugees in camps be avoided? Is there another alternative? 
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