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A letter from your Secretary General 

Dear Distinguished Delegates, 

It is my honour to welcome you to the sixth annual King’s MUN conference. Since our debut in 
2013, King’s MUN has provided an environment to foster and nurture aspiring Model UN 
enthusiasts. From our tutorial to our advanced committees, delegates of all levels of experience 
will be able to participate and grow in their MUN abilities. 

Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that invites 
students from thousands of schools around the world to participate in conferences. Delegates are 
encouraged to debate on and attempt to resolve pressing issues that affect the global community. 
Through these simulations, students are able to develop and refine their skills in diplomacy, 
negotiation, compromise, research, public speaking, critical thinking, and writing amongst other 
practical skills that will be extremely useful in all facets of their education and life in general. 

At King’s Christian Collegiate, I have come to recognize the significant positive impact that 
Model UN has had on our students, so I have dedicated myself to growing our own club and 
spreading my knowledge and passion to surrounding schools and communities. Through 
developing my awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, I have been able to 
deepen my insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage mature and 
fruitful discussion around these topics. 

I am so proud of how inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait 
to see King’s MUN continue to grow exponentially in years to come. I love sharing my 
experiences regarding Model UN with others and I look forward to meeting as many of you as I 
can and hearing your individual stories. 

I am once again immensely excited to welcome Grades 7-12 at the fifth annual 
King’s MUN conference. I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 22nd, 2020. 

Sincerely, 
Alice Gales 
Secretary General, 2019/2020 King’s MUN 



Topic 1: The Syrian Crisis 

 The entire situation in Syria that the international community continues to struggle with 
today was instigated by anti-government protests in the southern Syrian city of Daraa, 
where the Syrian Uprising planted it’s roots. The protests were set off in response to what was 
(at the time) currently happening in the Middle East - the Arab Spring - a series of enormous 
anti-government protests, uprisings and armed rebellions that rippled across a large part of 
the Middle East. The Arab Spring was a result of the abrupt civil demands for regime change 
in Tunisia. The Tunisian regime responded to the demands of it’s people, giving them the 
change that they demanded. As a result, the philosophy that civil unrest achieved real change 
later spread to Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Syria and Bahrain. Participants in the Arab Spring either 
toppled their current regime or sparked major national uprisings where (more often than not) 
riots took place, social violence occurred and civil wars ensued. 

 The large, Syrian anti-Assad government protests in Daraa erupted in 2011. This was 
where Syrian Security Forces reportedly opened fire on protesters, killing 
several. As the people of Daraa buried their dead, more protests sprouted up across the 
Syrian Arab Republic. The deaths of protestors quickly change the tone of those still 
protesting; as well as the mindsets of senior Syrian government officials. The quick decision 
to engage the Syrian Armed Forces in an effort to reestablish national stability, and to achieve 
a swift and decisive victory against the rebels was made by Syrian President, Bashar 
al-Assad. The Syrian government, in conjunction with the Syrian Armed Forces, quickly 
employed the use of tanks, troops and artillery in an effort to squash anti-government 
protests and sentiments. This changed the landscape of the Syrian Uprisings. Syria was 
starting to look less like a place where there was civil unrest and was beginning to bare 
resemblance of an armed conflict/battle ground. 

 The United Nations had proclaimed on June 12th, 2012 that the Syrian Arab Republic 
was officially engulfed in a civil war. By this time, the fighting had reached Syria’s two largest 
cities: the capital city of Damascus in the South and Aleppo in the North. Syria had given birth 
to what would be the second deadliest war of the 21st Century. 

 The rebels’ unceasing resilience and advancements prompted a general within the Free 
Syrian  Army (a rebel force largely comprised of defectors from the pro-government Syrian 
Armed Forces) to announce that the rebels were receiving support from Western countries. This 
announcement escalated the conflict to new heights and led to the Syrian government’s troops 
fighting the rebels even more relentlessly and in more inhumane ways than before. Government 
forces would bombard areas that weren’t yet under their control, destroying whole cities with no 
regard for the civilian populations present within them. Bashar al-Assad’s government forces 
even introduced chemical warfare into the army’s arsenal of tactics to annihilate the rebel forces. 
This was brought to the attention of the international community and the United Nations in 2013, 
when chemical weapons were used against civilian populations. This prompted international 



condemnation of the Assad regime and the subsequent need for Western governments to 
intervene. As a result of Western involvement in the Syrian Crisis, Russia has decided to support 
the Syrian Assad regime. Russian military forces continue to work side-by-side and hand-in-hand 
with the Syrian Armed Forces. Russia provides military equipment to the Syrian government and 
conducts airstrikes on behalf of the Syrian Armed Forces. Russia also plays a key role in the 
development and follow-through of the military strategies of the Assad regime. 

 But what would be the motivation for Russia to support the incumbent Assad regime? 
Many theorists point to the Russian Naval Base in Tarsus, Syria. This is Russia’s only naval 
base that has direct access to the Mediterranean Sea. This proves to be vital to Russian 
President, Vladimir Putin, in his power struggle that some would say still exists in the mind of 
Putin between the West and Russia. This alone gives Russia enough incentive for defending 
Bashar al-Assad. In addition, Syria and Russia also share an important history with one 
another. Syria was supported by former Communist Russia (the USSR - Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics) and received Russian support through the means of arms deals and 
political backing on the world stage and in the Middle East in exchange for the USSR having 
military bases/direct access to the Middle Eastern region as well as the Mediterranean Sea. 
Syria continues to buy Russian weaponry to this day and Russia can't afford to lose one of the 
few remaining governments that continues to actively purchase its Soviet-style weapons 
equipment. 

Countries/Organizations involved in the Syrian Crisis that are pro-Assad government are: 
- The Russian Federation 
- The Islmaic Republic of Iran 
- Hezbollah (a Lebanese based terrorist organization) 
- The Republic of Iraq 

Countries/Organizations involved in the Syrain Crisis that are pro-Rebel Forces are: 
- The United States of America 
- The United Kingdom 
- France 
- The Republic of Turkey 
- The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
- The State of Qatar  



Questions To Help You Get Started 

• Who are the key regional players helping Assad? 
• What has life become like for Syrians? 
• How can the UN help forces in the area protect civilians? 
• How can we end the war in Syria? 

Helpful Videos 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoL0L_DbuQQ - Years of war explained 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFpanWNgfQY - Who is Fighting and Why?  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l44KUQHoVY - Understanding the Crisis in 5 minutes 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CoL0L_DbuQQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JFpanWNgfQY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-l44KUQHoVY


Position Paper 
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Nation:                                                                                    Location: 

Delegate:                                                                                 Ethnic groups: 

School:                                                                                   Government type: 

Topic:                                                                                     President/Prime Minister: 

National languages:                                                              Religions: 

Give a brief description of the topic of debate to show the chair that you have a full 
understanding of the topic. (this description is not related to your country.) 
         



Previously, what was your country’s point of view, how was it affected and how did it contribute 
to the topic? (ex. Constitutions, legal matters etc.) 
 

What is your country’s point of view, how is it affected and how does it contribute to the topic? 
 



Propose a possible resolution that your country wishes to have for the given topic. 

Countries that have aligned values with your country. (point of view, resolution etc.) 
        


