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A letter from your Secretary General  

Dear Distinguished Delegates,  

It is my honour to welcome you to the sixth annual King’sMUN conference. Since our debut in 
2013, King’sMUN has provided an environment to foster and nurture aspiring Model UN 
enthusiasts. From our tutorial to our advanced committees, delegates of all levels of experience 
will be able to participate and grow in their MUN abilities.  

Model United Nations is an internationally recognized forum for debate that invites  

students from thousands of schools around the world to participate in conferences. Delegates are 
encouraged to debate on and attempt to resolve pressing issues that affect the global community. 
Through these simulations, students are able to develop and refine their skills in diplomacy, 
negotiation, compromise, research, public speaking, critical thinking, and writing amongst other 
practical skills that will be extremely useful in all facets of their education and life in general.  

At King’s Christian Collegiate, I have come to recognize the significant positive impact that 
Model UN has had on our students, so I have dedicated myself to growing our own club and 
spreading my knowledge and passion to surrounding schools and communities. Through 
developing my awareness regarding international and geo-political relations, I have been able to 
deepen my insight into some of the world’s most compelling issues and encourage mature and 
fruitful discussion around these topics.  

I am so proud of how inclusive, supportive and dedicated our group has become and cannot wait 
to see King’sMUN continue to grow exponentially in years to come. I love sharing my 
experiences regarding Model UN with others and I look forward to meeting as many of you as I 
can and hearing your individual stories.  

I am once again immensely excited to welcome Grades 7-12 at the fifth annual  

King’sMUN conference. I look forward to seeing you on Saturday, February 22nd, 2020.  

Sincerely,  

Alice Gales  

Secretary General, 2019/2020  

King’sMUN 

Topic 1: Homicide Rates in the GTA 



 
Over the past few years, homicide rates in the GTA have spiked. In 2017, Toronto was 

considered one of the safest major cities in the world, however, in 2018, Toronto had the highest 
homicide rate among major Canadian cities. Toronto's homicide in 2018 was a record high, at a 
rate of 3.11 per 100,000 people, higher than the 3.05 per 100,000 people for that of New York 
City. The number of homicides that year broke the homicide record that was set 27 years prior. 

Chief Mark Saunders said officers had recovered 514 handguns in 2018 — or 222 more 
than in 2017 — and the number of homicides caused by shootings had gone up by nearly 30 per 
cent. The influx of guns came from a variety of sources, however, majority of guns seized are 
from the US.  
 

Guns are much more plentiful today and shooters are getting younger, according to Louis 
March, founder of the zero gun violence movement. Much of the violence today isn’t targeted 
responses to neighbourhood beefs or gang turf, instead it’s brazen shootings on the streets or 
even playgrounds aimed at building reputations or images on social media. The federal 
investment of $328 million to battle guns and gangs is mostly going to the RCMP and border 
agencies.  

 
Jooyoung Lee, a sociology professor at the University of Toronto who studies gun crime, 

says the volume of shootings and gun deaths in Toronto is on a different scale than large U.S. 
cities, but what is in common is that those most likely affected are young men of colour and the 
neighbourhoods most affected are disadvantaged. Those communities have high rates of 
unemployment, joblessness, poverty, and incarceration, and lower high-school graduation rates. 

 
What is often forgotten in discussions of gun violence is the ripple effect in communities 

and the circular nature of impact. Lee has studied how gun violence transforms the social worlds 
–and health of black men in Los Angeles, Philadelphia and Toronto. He says shooting survivors 
experience extensive emotional, psychological and physical wounds that extend to family, 
friends, neighbours, and coworkers. They are often left with disabilities, chronic pain, 
post-traumatic stress and depression and turn to drugs for relief. 

As homicide rates continue to increase, one of the big obstacles to containing and 
reducing this issue, is preventing gang activity and figuring out where exactly these guns are 
coming from. 

 
Questions to Help You Get Started 

● What can city officials do to prevent illegally imported guns coming into the hands of 
criminals? 

● How can the city work towards reducing the rate? 
● How do we reduce gang activity? 
● What can we do to keep locals safe? 
● What can be done for communities who have experienced shootings? 



● Where in the GTA is this activity most prominent? 
 
 
References 
MacLeod, M. (2018, December 21). A deadly year of gun violence in Toronto. Retrieved 
December 5, 2019, from 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/a-deadly-year-of-gun-violence-in-toronto-1.4222566 
 
(n.d.). Toronto’s murder rate reached historic highs last year. Retrieved December 5, 2019, from 
https://www.blogto.com/city/2019/10/toronto-murder-rate-reached-historic-highs-last-year/ 
 
 
Topic 2: Human Trafficking in the GTA and beyond 
 

All around the world, human trafficking interrupts - and, in many cases, destroys the lives 
of many people. And despite what you might think, Canadians aren’t immune. While many 
people assume that victims are trafficked into Canada, more than 90 percent of cases that occur 
here are, in fact, domestic in origin: Canadians are trafficking Canadians. And trafficking across 
the country is on the rise, including in the GTA. 
 

Trafficking victims are lured and exploited, often through fear, violence, intimidation or 
coercion. The crime is often confused with human smuggling (the illegal entry of a person into a 
country), but trafficking has to do specifically with controlling a person for the purpose of 
exploiting them, usually sexually. It encompasses anyone who is forced to perform sexual acts, 
including prostitution, exotic dancing, massage parlour work and pornography production.  

 
One of the regions with the highest rates of trafficking in Canada is in fact the region of 

Peel. According to Statistics Canada, Peel has a higher rate of trafficking incidents per 100,000 
people than any other region in the country—and in 2017, Peel Regional Police saw the most 
human-trafficking charges in the region in a decade. Most victims in Canada are first trafficked 
when they’re 13 or 14 years old and the average age of rescue, if they’re rescued at all, is 17. 
Often, trafficking victims end up addicted to drugs and trapped in the sex trade for life. 

 
Most recently, in October, Police across Ontario and Quebec say they’ve dismantled a 

sophisticated human trafficking ring run by an organized crime group that allegedly forced 
dozens of women and underage girls to work in the sex trade. 

https://www.theglobeandmail.com/canada/toronto/article-peel-region-strategy-aims-to-curb-rising-rate-of-sex-trafficking/


On Wednesday, police in York Region announced more than 300 charges after 34 search 
warrants were executed last week at numerous locations across the Greater Toronto Area and 
Quebec. 

Thirty-one people were arrested in what police dubbed Project Convalesce —  a 
multi-provincial probe that began in October 2018 after two women attempted to escape and 
contacted police.That led police to begin investigating a man named Jonathan Nyangwila, who 
police contend was the kingpin of the operation. Police say the group was also involved in fraud, 
drug dealing and weapons offences. Investigators say 12 alleged victims have been identified, 
but they believe more than 30 women were forced to work for the group. Police allege the group 
used violence to assure compliance. 

As trafficking continues to occur locally and in other provinces, one of the big obstacles 
in preventing this issue is that there is not enough media coverage and awareness about this 
problem to help civilians be aware of the situation happening around them. 

Questions to Help You Get Started 

● What can the city do to raise awareness about local trafficking? 
● How could the city help prevent the situation from escalating further? 
● How could the city help victims of trafficking? 
● How can we better understand the situation not only in the GTA but in other areas? 
● How can media help raise awareness of the situation? 

 

References 

(2019, October 17). Massive human trafficking probe leads to over 300 charges across GTA, 
Quebec. Retrieved December 5, 2019, from 
https://toronto.citynews.ca/2019/10/16/human-trafficking-probe-gta-quebec/ 

 
 


