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Topic 1: Rainforest destruction,  Amazon , Congo, Indonesia 

According to the 2015 Global Forest Resources Assessment, approximately 30% of the 
Earth’s total land area, or roughly 4 billion hectares, is covered by forests. As both a diverse 
ecosystem and unique natural resource that is essential for human development, forests provide 
shelter, food security, fuel, income, natural materials, and water, as well as serving many other 
critical purposes, which is why they must be protected and prioritized on the global agenda. 
Between 2000 and 2010, forests were affected by deforestation and forest degradation at a rate of 
approximately 13 million hectares per year, an area roughly equivalent to the size of Greece. 
Deforestation, which is defined by the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (1992) as “the direct human-induced conversion of forested land to non-forested land,” 
includes burning, tree removal for agricultural development, logging for timber, and indirect 
degradation from climate change. In contrast, as defined by the United Nations Environment 
Programme (UNEP), forest degradation is “the temporary or permanent lowering of the 
productive capacity of [forests].” 

As a primary developer of the global environmental agenda, UNEP adheres closely to the 
purposes and principles of the United Nations (UN). UNEP, which works to preserve forests 
through its work in ecosystem management as one of its seven priority areas, maintains that the 
sustainable management of land leads to an overall improvement in human security.The amount 
of deforestation and forest degradation have slowed since the international community placed a 
heavier policy focus on sustainable forest management (SFM) with the hope that this trend will 
persist with the global implementation of the post-2015 development agenda through the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). If not, an estimated 289 million hectares of forest will 
be lost, releasing 169 billion tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere by 2050, and this will 
have drastic consequences for climate change and biodiversity. Consequently, the global 
community has continued to draw attention to the importance of SFM and to include forests in 
conversations surrounding climate change and the post-2015 development agenda. 



 

 

The importance of improving SFM practices is evident in light of the 1.6 billion people who 
depend on forests for their sustenance. Forests provide a substantial number of goods and 
services that contribute to global socioeconomic development, growth of social capital, and 
poverty reduction.These goods and services derive from the high biodiversity of forests: it is 
estimated that approximately 80% of the world’s documented species are located in forests 
alone. Biodiversity, which is defined by the Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) as “the 
variability among living organisms from all sources,” generates 40% of the global economy and 
is especially crucial to the survival of the rural poor. Forests also provide regulating services; 
notably, they address the effects of climate change by storing carbon from the atmosphere and 
purify water by filtering out impurities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Topic 2: Palm Oil production in Indonesia. 
 

Palm oil is one of the world's most produced and consumed oils. This cheap, 
production-efficient and highly stable oil is used in a wide variety of food, cosmetic and hygiene 
products, and can be used as source for biofuel or biodiesel. Most palm oil is produced in Asia, 
Africa and South America because the trees require warm temperatures, sunshine and plenty of 
rain in order to maximize production. A negative side-effect of palm oil production - apart from 
its impact on people's health due to the high level of saturated fat - is that the palm oil business is 
a key driver of deforestation in countries such as Indonesia and Malaysia. Indonesia is the 
world's largest producer and exporter of palm oil but it is also the largest greenhouse gas emitter 
after China and the United States. 
 

Global palm oil production is dominated by Indonesia and Malaysia. These two 
countries, together, account for around 85 to 90 percent of total global palm oil production. 
Indonesia is the largest producer and exporter of palm oil worldwide. Over the long term, global 
palm oil demand shows an increasing trend as an expanding global population gives rise to rising 
consumption of food and cosmetic products that contain some sort of material that is derived 
from palm oil. Meanwhile, various governments across the globe encourage the use of biofuel. 

 

 
Sources: Indonesian Palm Oil Producers Association (Gapki) & Indonesian Ministry of Agriculture 
 
The table above shows production of palm oil has grown rapidly in Indonesia over the 

past decade. The Indonesian Palm Oil Association (Gapki) stated that its target is to see 
Indonesia producing at least 40 million tons of CPO per year from 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Indonesia is often criticized by environmentalist groups for giving too much room for 
palm oil plantation development (resulting in deforestation and destruction of carbon-rich peat 
lands). However, as more and more international companies are seeking to purchase sustainable 
palm oil that meets the criteria of the Malaysia- based Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil, 
Indonesian plantations and the government need to enhance their 'green-policies'. Western 
governments (the European Union is a good example) are also creating stricter legislation 
regarding imported products containing palm oil, thus stimulating the production of sustainable 
palm oil. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


